
PRESS RELEASE 

HON’BLE MINISTER OF STATE, MSDE SHRI. RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR 

LAUNCHED RPL AND SPECIAL PROJECT FOR TRADITIONAL CRAFTS OF 

KASHMIR  

 

Baramulla-Saturday, 

27th November 2021-
Under the flagship 

skilling scheme Pradhan 
Mantri Kaushal Vikas 

Yojana (PMKVY 3.0) by 
Hon’ble Prime Minister 
Shri. Narendra Modi in a 

bid to empower the 
country’s youth with 

employable skills, 
Hon’ble Minister of State 

for Ministry of Skill 
Development and 
Entrepreneurship Shri Rajeev Chandrasekhar on 27th November 2021 has 

launched Pilot Special Project on reviving the Namda craft of Kashmir and 
Up-skilling program of 

Artisans and Weavers in 
various traditional crafts of 

the Valley. This virtual 
launch has happened 
immediately after Hon’ble 

Minister of State’s recent 
visit to the traditional and 

heritage crafts clusters of 
Kashmir where he 

expressed his delight over 
the magnificent art and skill 
performed by the local 

artisans and expressed his wish and will to promote traditional industries 
based on local art and skill to mark the exponential growth of Handicrafts and 

Carpet Industries. The Hon’ble Minister of State interacted with the trainers 
and trainees who have participated in the Skilling and Up-skilling program in 

Kashmir. He also said that the focus should be to promote the Indian 
traditional crafts in the world market with active participation of Export 
Industries.  

 

During the Virtual launch Shri. Rajesh Agarwal, Secretary MSDE, Shri. Atul 

Kumar Tiwari, Additional Secretary MSDE, Shri Arshad Mir, Chairman 

Handicrafts and Carpet Sector Skill Council, Shri. Ved Mani Tiwari, COO-



NSDC and Mr. Krishan Kumar, CEO- HCSSC were among the dignitaries who 

were present.  

This Special Project and Up-

Skilling program shall be 

implemented by Handicrafts 

and Carpet Sector Skill 

Council (HCSSC).  

The craft Namda is a 

valuable traditional art form 

and is dwindling in practice, 

due to lack of required 

support. It has immense 

potential in both domestic 

and international markets, with sizable potential for enhancing exports. This 

training therefore as a Special project not only aims to save the craft and 

provide it the required impetus to sustain and grow it, but also aims to 

generate significant returns from the export markets. Thereby, create a self-

sustaining and growing industry in the State. 

On the other hand, Up-skilling of Artisans and weavers based in the 

traditional crafts clusters of Kashmir such as Paper Machie, Carpet, 

Embroidery and many more shall help the artisans in not only enhancing 

their skills but also will help them in becoming self-reliant (Atmanirbhar).  

 


